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DISCUSSION GROUP 

RECORD OF PAST MEETINGS – 2021 

 

7th January 2021 - via Zoom video-conferencing 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

John Patch (JP) 

Margaret Thompson (MT) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Margaret Connolly (MC) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – What do you see as the main strengths and weaknesses of the British character? 

MT – If you were Prime Minister, how would you solve the country’s economic problems, 
and reduce inequality? 

JP – Is there a risk that Boris Johnson’s populism could lead to serious social unrest? 

SC – How does one deal with people who consider Covid is a fake? 

  



4th February 2021 - via Zoom video-conferencing 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

John Patch (JP) 

Margaret Thompson (MT) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – How do you think the recent events in Washington will have been seen around the 
world regarding the institution of democracy, by both its friends and its foes? 

MT – Where in the world would you like to go on holiday, Covid permitting? 

JP – When Covid is over and the economy is moving again, what sort of jobs will be available 
for the many unemployed? 

SC – What possessed the Prime Minister to bring the G7 summit to Carbis Bay? 

JP – Has the Covid pandemic made countries more selfish and inward looking? 

  



4th March 2021 - via Zoom video-conferencing 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

John Patch (JP) 

Margaret Thompson (MT) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Robin Gray (RC) 

Margaret Connolly (MC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – How kind or otherwise do you consider fate has been to you in dealing you a lifespan of 
19?? – 2021+ ? 

MC – What good things have resulted from the pandemic? 

RG – How should the barriers on freedom of speech be defined? 

SC – Would you object to having a Covid passport? 

MT – Do you think the star sign you were born under has any relevance whatsoever? 

JP – Would you miss TV if it was suddenly unavailable? 

  



1st April 2021 - via Zoom video-conferencing 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

John Patch (JP) 

Margaret Thompson (MT) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Margaret Connolly (MC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – China is increasingly diverging from western values, but all of our futures require 
peaceful coexistence and working together on worldwide challenges. How is this best to be 
achieved? 

JP – The chief of Bet365, Denise Coates, has reported earnings of approximately £½billion. 
What does this say about the inequality of our economic system, and how should this be 
addressed? 

SC – Reflecting on the lessons of the Grenfell disaster, what is the right way forward to 
address the housing crisis? 

MC – Should sex education be the responsibility of parents, rather than schools? 

MT – Are you in favour of assisted dying? 

  



6th May 2021 - via Zoom video-conferencing 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

Robin Gray (RG) 

Margaret Thompson (MT) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Margaret Connolly (MC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – Behind its rhetoric, how committed, or uncommitted, is the current Government to the 
union of the United Kingdom? 

RG – Does anyone know any details about the Police & Crime Commissioner election? 

DS – How worried are you about climate change? 

MT – Should religious education be taught in school? 

MC – Should efforts to restore extinct animals not be fully redirected to protecting 
endangered species? 

SC – There are moves under consideration in universities to downgrade history and 
languages. How do you view this? 

  



3rd June 2021 - via Zoom video-conferencing 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

John Patch (JP) 

Margaret Thompson (MT) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – Intelligence experts are becoming increasingly suspicious that Covid may originally 
have escaped from a laboratory in Wuhan. Would proving this be a help or a hindrance in 
preventing future pandemics? 

JP – A Kingsbridge pub landlady has put up a notice saying ‘Locals Only’. What do you see as 
the dangers of this setting a wider precedent? 

SC – Is the parliamentary party whipping system past its sell-by date? 

DS – Is it not time more was done about scam emails? 

MT – Is it appropriate for an actor to play somebody from an obviously different racial 
group? 

DT – Can pure vengeance ever be justified? 

  



1st July 2021 - via Zoom video-conferencing 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

John Patch (JP) 

Ian Scott (IS) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – Has the fall-out from the Grenfell disaster, with issues relating to cladding, made it 
untenable to consider buying an apartment in a block of flats? 

JP – Are we becoming less gracious in success and failure? 

SC – Do you agree with Elton John’s view that the Government’s approach to granting visas 
is ‘philistine’? 

IS – How should one go about helping a homeless person, of whatever nationality? 

DS – Are you surprised at how perceptive children can be? 

  



5th August 2021 - via Zoom video-conferencing 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

John Patch (JP) 

Robin Gray (RG) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Margaret Thompson (MT) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – Domestic vaccine passports: a necessary public health measure, or an invasion of 
personal liberty? 

RG – Is the Government wrong in ending Covid restrictions now? 

SC – What do you think of the Government’s proposal to reintroduce Latin into the school 
curriculum, at the expense of other subjects? 

JP – Are we still living in a democracy, or are we now in a plutocracy? 

DS – Are we becoming obsessed with people’s sexuality? 

  



2nd September 2021 - via Zoom video-conferencing 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

John Patch (JP) 

Robin Gray (RG) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Margaret Thompson (MT) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – Will the result of the Afghanistan debacle be that the west’s credibility with the rest of 
the world can never be recovered? 

RG – What right does the west have to tell other countries how to run themselves? 

SC – How concerned are you that so many of our essential industries are foreign owned? 

MT – How concerned should we be about the management of future space exploration? 

DS – How well do we understand the effect of our actions on the environment? 

JP – Were people being over romantic about Geronimo, the alpaca, or showing their love of 
animals? 

  



7th October 2021 – met face to face, supplemented by Zoom 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Jo Sainsbury (JS) 

Margaret Thompson (MT) – via Zoom 

Questions asked :- 

DT – How damaged by recent events and revelations do you believe public confidence in the 
police is, what are the best measures to improve it, and where does Britain stand on this 
comparatively from an international perspective? 

JS – Where does this fuel crisis come from? 

SC – Ramsey McDonald once said gambling spreads downwards to the industrious poor. Is it 
time for legislation to control this? 

MT – Is fiction valuable? 

DT – Would the rest of life on earth be best served by the extinction of humanity? 

  



4th November 2021 – met face to face, Zoom not required. 

OUR 100th MEETING! 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Jo Sainsbury (JS) 

Margaret Thompson (MT)  

Robin Gray (RG) 

John Patch (JP) 

Bette Thomas (BT) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – We hear a lot of Government rhetoric about ‘levelling up’, but a lot less detail. What 
would be your vision of levelling up, and how would you go about implementing it? 

BT – Should Cressida Dick be replaced as Metropolitan Police Commissioner? 

JP – If destroying trees is so wrong, why are we chopping down so many for Christmas? 

JS – Do you feel assured or anxious about the current Covid statistics? 

SC – George Orwell said that if liberty means anything at all, it means being able to tell 
people what they don’t want to hear. Is the BBC upholding this ethos under the threat of 
this predatory  government? 

RG – Do we suffer from an increasing culture of people not taking personal responsibility for 
things which affect their lives? 

  



Thank you to Sue for our 100th Birthday Cake! 

 

 

 



2nd December 2021 – met face to face, Zoom not required. 

Present :- 

Dudley Tolkien (DT) 

Sue Clements (SC) 

Di Smart (DS) 

Jo Sainsbury (JS) 

Margaret Thompson (MT)  

Robin Gray (RG) 

John Patch (JP) 

Bette Thomas (BT) 

Tony Starkey (TS) 

Margaret Connolly (MC) 

Questions asked :- 

DT – Do you agree that, over the last 50 years or so, society has become much more 
impatient, and has a shorter attention span? If so, why? 

MT – What as a country are we going to do about the over 80s? 

RG – How will the country afford care costs in future as it is already approaching 40% of the 
total budget? 

SC – It was once said that this country was run on a ‘good chaps system of government’. Is 
that still true today? 

TS – What system would make democracy work best? 

JS – How would you address the migrant issue in the English Channel? 

TS – Do you worry about the effect of too much immigration on our traditional culture?  

 


